Geology Group Newsletter – November 2020

Thanks go this month firstly to Dr Esther Sumner from Southampton University who talked to us about turbidite flows and her research into these phenomena. It was a fascinating description of the problems associated with trying to understand the underlying processes and the innovative ways that she and her colleagues have developed in field studies. It is always so refreshing to hear about up to date, cutting edge research into a topic from a participant. Remember, of course, that if you missed the talk you can watch it from our website. 

My second thanks goes to Richard Edwards who entertained us with his very last public talk of a 47-year lecturing career! As ever, his talk called “The Japanese island arc: perspectives on the Malverns Complex and the Warren House Formation” was a brilliant description of a very complex area and topic, nicely linked to our own region and its geology. More importantly, we had a record Zoom attendance to celebrate this huge milestone and give appropriate thanks for everything he has done for our group. 

Our next external lecturer is Dr Chris Davies from Leeds University who will be talking on the Earth's Magnetic Field over Geological Time on November 11th.

In addition, we continue the series called “The Origin and Evolution of Earth: From the Big Bang to the Future of Human Existence”. These lectures are shown every week except when there is a monthly meeting. Details of the series and copies of the lectures shown to date will be published on the Talks page of our website.

Finally, I’m pleased to say the on Wednesday 25th November, Alan Hughes and some of his team members will give us an update on the progress to date of the Malvern Hills Geology project.

Miscellaneous 

Geoff Carver sent me this link to an article on the BBC website about Mary Anning who despite growing up poor in the early 19th Century, rose to become a leading palaeontologist of her time. The article brought back many good memories of our 2018 trip to the Jurassic Coast.
 
Tim Carter’s history offeringFossils on Display
 
In his 1855 address to field clubs in Worcester 1855 John Phillips commended the idea of a museum in Malvern specifically to display local specimens of rocks and fossils. Rev. Symonds echoed this in his Anniversary address to the Malvern Field Club in 1860. By 1863 there was not one, but two collections of fossils on display in the town and a joint meeting of the Woolhope, Worcestershire, Cotteswold, Dudley, Severn Valley, Caradoc and Malvern Field Clubs visited both on the same day. The newly opened railway enabled this field meeting to include members from a wide area.

Malvern waters had long been the commercial lifeblood for the development of the town and both displays were in premises where the proprietors were successful water entrepreneurs. The Malvern Field Club collection was held at the premises of Messrs Burrows, one of the leading bottlers of the waters on Bellevue Terrace. Dr Grindrod had his own collection displayed in the grand surroundings of Townshend House, his hydropathic establishment, in College Road. The house now part of Malvern College.  A flattering illustration of the latter, with people dwarfed to make the room look grander, can be seen in his book of 1871, ‘Malvern, its claims as a health resort’ (see below). 


























Dr Grindrod regularly hosted meeting of field clubs at Townshend House and sometimes, when rain came, a visit to his museum was substituted for a climb up the hills. In 1866 the Malvern Club transactions recorded, perhaps with the writer’s tongue slightly in cheek, if not hanging out for some beer or wine:

‘Dr Grindrod, as a hospitable teetotaller, before the naturalists left kindly proffered tea and coffee to his guests, which was partaken with as much relish as if all present had assembled at a Temperance banquet; and at length, when the rain had subsided, the word of command was given to storm the heights of the North Hill’

We can only speculate on how people viewed these fossil collections. Were they useful markers in the geo-history or evidence of sedimentary environments? Did they illustrate the wisdom of a creator god or did they show the many past eras of life prior to Adam? Alternatively, following the publications of ‘The Origin of Species’ in 1859, were they regarded as evidence for the processes of natural selection? Interestingly, the concept of a beneficent creator often appears in the Club transactions of the period. I have yet to find a mention of evolution although this was a ‘hot topic’ at national level in the 1860s.

Thanks to Lucy Cornelius and Hilary Harland for information on the current whereabouts of these two fossil collections. Malvern College has fossils that are identifiable as from the Malvern Field Club collection, the U3A Fossil group was in the process of sorting these out prior to Covid.  At least some of Dr Grindrod’s collection is now in the Oxford Museum of Natural History. Here they keep company with fossils collected by John Phillips while doing the original geological survey of the area in the 1840s. Sadly Phillip’s ideal of a local geological and palaeontology museum in Malvern is no more!
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I’ve started receiving information from the Chairman of the West Midlands Region of the Geological Society with invites to many of their activities and without needing to be a formal member. The latest concerns a series of lectures on 10th November as part of an early careers award ceremony which we are invited to join. Registration details are on the website along with information of other virtual meetings etc which may be of interest.

What’s New on the Website this Month
· Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters
· Updated Calendar
· Recording of Dr Esther Sumner's talk, latest from the lecture series

Calendar
	September on
	Weekly
	Lecture series: The Origin & Evolution of Earth

	November
	11
	Lecture; Earth's Magnetic Field over Geological Time

	
	25
	Update Briefing on MHG project

	December
	9
	Lecture; Chinese Sponges/Fossils

	January
	13
	Geology of Mars (date TBC)

	February
	10
	The 5MY That Saw the Birth of Modern Britain (date TBC)

	March
	10
	Tsunamis
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